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Disability and Barriers to Education
Inclusion is a process through which institutions develop mechanisms for the fair admission and treatment of all students. Inclusion overcomes the barriers of race, ethnicity, background, social standing, as well as physical and social well-being. Unfortunately, the institutions of higher learning still lag behind other institutions as far as inclusion is concerned. This has resulted in unfair admission processes, poor accommodation, and reduced graduation rates among students with disabilities. This paper highlights the various elements that interfere with the process of inclusion. With the right information, students will get fair treatment in all educational processes regardless of their physical or mental well-being. 
Disability is a word of art that has no specific definition but one that changes meaning depending on the context. In this regard, numerous perspectives have cropped up in a bid to explain the meaning of disability (Disabled World, 2019). Amidst all, the WHO offers an interesting and inclusive definition of disability.  The organization defines disability as a cover term that includes impairments, activity limitations, and the restriction to participate. The WHO explains the limitation on the activity as the struggles experienced by the victims. 
Calls to have an inclusive higher education system have never been louder before the Salamanca Statement. Over the last three decades. The renewed efforts came at a time when the disabled faced exclusion from most institutions, including those for higher learning. Despite the efforts, numbers reveal that very little progress has been achieved especially amidst the low- and middle-class communities. According to the National Center for Special Education Research, only 38 percent of people with disabilities graduate from their post-secondary programs. the barriers to higher education for disabled persons are diverse, ranging from inaccessible buildings to lack of supportive programs.  
Interpersonal challenges have equally contributed to the reduced graduation rates. People living with disabilities have a hard time acclimatizing to college life, especially social demands. Studies show that disabled persons struggle to overcome the stereotypes formed against them. For instance, some societies regard people with disabilities as having low intelligence which becomes a hindrance. Such environments discourage disabled students who end up dropping out of school. 
As described above, disability is a cover term used to describe limitations on activity and participation as well as impairments on individuals. An impairment is a problem in body function or structure (World Health Organization, 2011), disability can be deemed as a restriction of a specific individual to induce work, even though people belonging in the said group has been accepted by the community, prejudice, and stereotypes persist. People with a disability tend to be subjected at a little opportunity in different sectors, on the education sector, for instance, some limited resources and courses are available for them to meet their suitable needs, which suggest the lack of facilities and programs that will accommodate the people in need, because of the lack of proper information, many guardians are not knowledgeable enough on how to address the said disability thus little options are available for them.
Universities that offer education suitable for the people with disabilities tend to have a higher tuition fee than the usual fee offered to the students, the families that who cannot afford such payment resorts to an alternative where the needs of the disabled person are not met. That being said, school dropouts for people with disabilities increases. According to data presented by The Global Partnership for Education, over 85 percent of children from low income countries stay at home instead of attending school. 
Even in past times, SWDs have faced numerous discriminations in regard to the education. For instance, they have been deprived the opportunity to learn on a normal basis. This exclusion has been the source of psychological torture of the students as well as their capability to cope up and socialize with other people, without prior social experiences. People with disabilities have been found to have higher risks of involving in risky behaviors as well as the subject of bullying. As a result, persons with disability cannot enjoy their right to education. According to data by UNESCO on School violence and bullying. Even if the students with disabilities can enroll, it has been found that they drop out of school more readily than regular students. This explains the reduced rates of graduation among SWDs. (Handicap International, 2013).
The presented barriers suggest the on-going discrimination and prejudice to the people with disability inhibiting their actions by the abled individual and excluding them to the majority that leads to a decreased educational opportunities, this thinking has been translated and passed through generations, without acceptance and doing just the bare minimum of recognition for the people with disability, as long as prejudice persist and treating them as a special case inequality is still present.
As people with a disability face these challenges, impoverished students are also impacted by higher education barriers as well. Studies reveal that poverty is the source of  most problems encountered today. Poor communities hardly have access to social amenities such as education and end up pulling behind the wheel economic progress. By the definition itself, it’s evident that the impoverished people’s main concern lies in a financial problem where most institution relies on too. Persistent socioeconomic problems have a deep disadvantage for the people below in social class. 
Poverty can be attributed to a cycle where people who are naturally subjected to poverty as a child tends to be on that socioeconomic class as they grow old. It’s understood that education is a key player in finding job opportunities, more job opportunities resolve to a higher income, this is the first problem. People who do not have the resources and capability to seek for education because of the lack of income has little opportunity to pursue an academic career, the tuition fee is the first obstacle for them but it does not end there, financial needs and support are needed to maintain the education fees if somehow they manage to obtain their tuition fee needs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Studies show that poverty impacts how well students are prepared for study due to impacts on the neighborhood and health (Ferguson, Bovaird, and Mueller, 2007). Instead of pursuing education people who belong to the poverty cluster tend to prioritize their basic commodities in order to survive, food and shelter needs are more vital than education for the people who can barely afford to sustain sustenance.
Even if the impoverished student was able to afford education, another challenge persists. Reports show that students from low-income communities post low grades on vocabulary tests as well as communication skills. These students also perform poorly in symbols, concentration, and integration with other children. (Ferguson, Bovaird, and Mueller, 2007). Limited resources are available for them to outsource information for their academic needs, school works, assignments and projects, that most resorts on low productivity and decreased quality of their work as well as it affects their medium of learning, especially that on the modern era the availability of internet usage, mobile phones and laptops are mostly required which are very limited for them to procure.  
Poverty impacts not just on socioeconomic status and physical effects but solely on the emotional and psychological well-being of an individual, a decreased motivation among the impoverished learners are observed resulted to an unstable emotional being as it affects their academic performance, this can lead to pressure induced by the privileged people on academic aspect and lifestyle, as they tend to be subjected on measures for them to be able to fit in. An impoverished student has to fight for inclusion as well, for they tend to be left out due to the difference of their socioeconomic status. Because of this difference, prejudice and discrimination against the impoverished students are imminent, belittling their capability and skills basing only on their ability to provide. 
To further understand the study, let’s dwell deeper by understanding the perspectives of the said minorities tackled by the previous paragraphs. We’ve come to the understanding that the people with disabilities and the impoverished students have been restricted by several opportunities because of the pre-existing definition and perception of the said members of the group. The study aims to understand deeper the default beliefs surfaced by society.
On the perception of medical perspective, it is based on the scientific understanding on how disability persists and what condition affects the said disability, several medical supports are available for the people who need it but can’t afford to be fully equipped with medical enhanced aids to help address one’s disability, medical amelioration help is vital for the people with disability to focus their resources to their education plans and programs and decrease the barriers that they have to surpass.
Other models have tried to explain the discrimination and prejudice against the people with disability as well as the impoverished individual dominates the society because of the certain social norms present. The members of the majority who do not have a piece of knowledge regarding the minority (impoverished and disabled) tend to believe and follow the pre-existing norms to understand them, which is wrong for these beliefs are discriminatory. These norms are being nourished and tolerated inside the family and on school and higher universities, which make the lives of the impoverished and people with disability to be hard when it comes to education, thus barriers exist widely resulting in them being deprived of academic opportunities as well as socialization.
These norms are being nurtured into different forms of the environment in households, workplaces, and schools, where the impoverished individuals and people with disabilities can no longer rely on and consider their environment their safe place. Specifically, in school premises and higher learning facilities where a just, equal ad safe environment must be observed, for the people who do not belong to the majority culture in the said environment, bullying and harassment are inevitable.  
In a wider context, the barriers that are present in education that restrict the people in minority is brought by the people who set the standards on what the normal is and what the people should act. The social perspective of these barriers is the most crucial form of acceptance as prejudice and discrimination start in society (Urabe, 2006). Correlated with social perspective is the cultural perspective, this talks about the root of the people and their way of life. In this context, cultural barriers are defined as structures that influence the way people think albeit unconsciously. Cultural perspective is so strong since people’s feelings and thoughts depend on their culture.  As for people who have different belief subjected in the majority number of people with the same culture tends to be discriminated and disenfranchised with opportunity. This gets worst for people with disabilities because they are considered to be deviant to the group where the majority recognizes them as different people from them.
Types of Barriers
1. Funding Barriers 
Funding for students with a disability has been one of the barriers to their higher education. In the United States, two legislations have been put in place to enhance access, participation, and retention of the disabled in the institutions of higher learning. These are the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990  and Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Chiwandire and Vincent, 2019). The Pell Grant Program also works for the same effect. Despite their presence, studies find a lag in the education of the disabled. 
The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 requires critical facilities within institutions of higher learning to be accessible to all students. After its enactment, all lecture halls, washrooms, and theaters were fitted with ramps to enhance accessibility to the disabled  (Education and Fund, 2018). On the other hand, the ADA of 1990 prohibited any form of discrimination based on disability within schools. Under this Act, discrimination all students were to be offered equal opportunities in recruitment, admissions, games, housing, financial grants, and career planning among other sectors. 
Despite putting these measures in place, universities and other institutions are struggling to implement them. Following the 2008 financial crisis, most of the institutions increased tuition fees but financial support from the government remained constant (Chiwandire and Vincent, 2019). Another study established the eligibility criteria for grants to be conflicting. Due to this complexity, some students who are needy end up missing the grants while not so needy students benefit. For instance, beneficiaries of grants from the social security administration may not be eligible for grants offered by their institutions. 
2. Communication Barrier 
Poor communication between SWD counselors and financial institutions is also a barrier to funding. Despite information being in the public domain, most students living with a disability seem not to know how they can access financial help. Studies have further revealed that the disclosure of having a disability does not lead to increased financial aid  (Alphin, Lavine, and Chan, 2017). More often than not, students with a disability have to pay for their medical needs and suitable accommodation. Most of the students interviewed did not know of their right to get funding for out-of-the-pocket expenses. 
Over-reliance on private funding has been found to impact the recruitment of students to institutions of higher learning. Given the strict conditions with which these grants are given, universities show preference on the abled students than the disabled. In some instances, private donors have opted to only pay for equipment rather than the accomod\tion of needy students. As Cote-Boucher describes, universities have become market-driven, fulfilling only the public interests instead of focusing on the well-being of students. 
3. Stereotypes Barriers 
Students with disabilities are often the victims of selective inclusion due to the stereotypes formed against them. These students have wrongly been branded difficult to accommodate, which explains the low preference during recruitment (Chiwandire and Vincent, 2019). Even when admitted, SWD is left to cater to their expenses. This forces most students to drop out of school before graduation.  
4. Admission and Accommodation Barriers 
Another significant barrier is that of administrators and lecturers within the learning institutions. Lecturers fear that their time will be monopolized by the needy students hence opt not to provide the necessary support. Curriculums also turn out to be barriers as they are mostly designed for general students. For the curriculum to be inclusive, modifications must be made both on the teaching methods and the assignments offered. Tutors adapted to general teaching styles should be flexible to follow recommendations from special needs tutors. 
Blanket approaches to admission and accommodation are true barriers to education for students with special needs. Rather than investigating to establish the level of care needed, some institutions treat all people with disabilities in the same manner. Policies are equally passed without regard to the conditions of individual students. For instance, suspension and expulsion procedures do not cater for students with disabilities. There is a need to identify how discrimination occurs if this trend is to end. 
The diversity in disabilities requires that institutions lay down proper mechanisms for identification. This would help identify which needy students to learn within the general classrooms and those that cannot cope in regular school buildings. Some needy students only have mild conditions observed within the school settings while others have multiple severe disabilities. The separation of these would enable institutions to offer more individualized treatment. 
Disability Perspectives
Several models have been devised to help put the challenges of the disabled into context. These include the religious, moral, medical, and social perspective among others. In the religion model, disability can be attributed to a wrong-doing of a person or a blasphemous act resulting in physical manifestation, hence the disability. There are two effects of religion in this context. On one hand, religion encourages individuals or organizations to behave morally, whereas it also has a negative impact by encouraging individuals to behave immorally (Kaufman, 2011). Where people are ordained to follow on what is perceived as morally good, however, the negative side of religious perspective suggests that some believers dwell on scriptures and interpret disability as a form of bad omen and punishment from a God, this manifest as a form of discrimination and prejudice for the people who has the same characteristics as close as the religious definition of disability. 
Certain perspectives oppose my belief and I found questionable, for instance, the comparative perspective is poignant and tolerates prejudice, disability does not correlate with social-economic standing as people chose to the belief that way to reason out and have an excuse on a wrong perception towards the other people. Religious perspective, on the other hand, is the biggest loophole on the said perspectives as it is open for misinterpretation specifically for the people who believe because disability is not tantamount to punishment and it’s unfair and discriminatory to correlate both.
The issue needs to be addressed because the prejudice towards people with disability and the impoverished individuals continue as of today, it’s important to treat them as people with equal opportunities and treatment because they are part of the society and not just a charity case. The stigma towards disabled people is not morally accepted as it is a hate judgment towards them (Altman, Albredht, Seelman, and Bury, 2011). Addressing the issue is a stepping stone in removing the minority and forcefully submitting the belief which is wrong just to be a part of the majority. Equal treatment and opportunities with just equity remove the definition of prejudice as the society accepts deviant as members of society with equal needs and rights. 
The little knowledge that we have and the perspectives we wrongfully swallowed is what made the deviant excluded and deprived of their opportunity to live equally with the people who do not possess the same disability. The barriers to education against these people are brought upon by the same people who live with them and removing that barrier is one step closer to the world of inclusion ad equal treatment, even for those people who are not seen by society. 
The other perspective of disability is the medical model, which I do not find to be very helpful. In this model, the disability is viewed as something wrong within the body or mind of the victim. According to this model, the suffering can only be cured using medical means. intervention may be in the form of drugs, surgery, or traditional approaches to cure. The main objective of this model is to alleviate suffering from the victim and successive generations. 
What I find most troubling about the medical perspective is its deterministic nature. Adherents of this perspective capitalize on the problem of the sufferer than any other aspect of their lives. For instance, a person will always be viewed as an asthmatic or from a minority group. This stereotype makes people feel less equal than others and hinders their performance. By applying the labeling theory to this perspective, societies always brand the unique person some labels that they can hardly get rid of. Societies form stereotypes on such people’s performance, cleverness, or behaviors. Finally, the medical model attributes everything to the able-bodied form rather than from the viewpoint of the disabled student.   The result is misplaced priorities and missed opportunities. 
The moral perspective is more or less related to the religious model in that both view disability as a punishment from God. In this regard, victims are expected to deal with their disabilities. The argument holds that disabilities occur as a result of transgression on some moral edicts. Such an assumption leads to the sidelining of students within institutions of higher learning. Worse still, some communities view disability as punishment for transgressions committed down the ancestry of the victim. Such reasoning is detrimental as it leads to the sidelining of entire families. 
Of all the disability perspectives, it is the social perspective that I find most meaningful. This model holds that any remedy to a disability should be approached from a societal as opposed to individual levels. I agree with its view that it is the society that disables people through stereotypes and exclusive policies. The social perspective is empowering in that it requires societies to eliminate their discrimination. Under this perspective, aspects such as income, mobility, and institutions should be inclusive of everyone in society. It further requires that everyone seeking to help the disabled do so with commitment. It is for the last clause that this perspective is of most benefit to students with disabilities. 
A distinctive feature of the social perspective of disability is its distinction between disability and impairment. According to the model, impairment is the state of lacking a limb or a defective organ. On the other hand, a disability is defined as a restriction or disadvantage placed on an individual by a functional society. From this point of view, disability is a condition imposed on an individual and can thus be reversed by changing the thinking of society.
The social model highlights important insights that can be used to change the way a society treats the disabled. For instance, it promotes the idea that the term ‘Persons with Disability’ originated from the moral and medical perspectives. This model suggests that ‘Disabled Persons’ is a better term to refer to those challenged in society. In this regard, the social model is concerned with overcoming the barriers to participation imposed by society. 
Critiques to the Social Perspective
The social perspective still attracts some criticism despite its obvious benefits. Opponents are particularly concerned about its insistence that disability can only be addressed by changing society (Ware and Hatz, 2016). In their view, disabled individuals should have a bigger say in deciding how to live their lives. Critics argue that failing to focus on the individual sufferers makes some impairments go unrecognized. As a result, this prevents disabled persons from living better lives.  
Applying the Social Model
Despite the criticism, the social model is still the most effective to address the barriers of education to the disabled. In the social model, the disabled are viewed not as disabled by their impairments but by society. In other words, it is the society’s failure to account for the needs of the disabled that exacerbates their condition. For instance, a disabled student in a wheelchair should be able to access all buildings unless there is no ramp (Jung, 2003). Under the social perspective, all buildings would be fitted with ramps to address the barrier. The challenge would be addressed not only in the institution of higher learning but also at the place of residence and place of work. This addresses the problem better than the medial model which would only concentrate on treating the patient. 
The onus for this perspective is for the institutions of higher learning to make the necessary adjustments to alleviate the barriers. Structurally, institutions should ensure all essential facilities are accessible through ramps. Authorities should as well set a good model for identifying and categorizing disabilities. This would ensure students that are needy benefit from all available grants. Besides, the social perspective would have awareness among the students increased so disabled students may understand their rights better. If the challenge is less staff to care for the disabled, institutions would have to train more personnel to meet the demand. 
Further reading
This paper has highlighted numerous barriers that hinder the learning process for students with disabilities. Possible solutions to the challenges have also been proposed although they are not conclusive. Future studies should focus on well the institutions and individuals mentioned can readily adapt to the changes. Firstly, studies should identify the readiness for societies to accept their responsibility in caring for the disabled. Change may never be realized if communities will continue holding to their stereotypes against the disabled. Secondly, future studies should seek to establish the readiness of administrators and tutors to change their perspectives. Institutions should readily allocate more funds to implement the structural and human changes required to accommodate the disabled. Finally, the degree of social awareness on the barriers to education for the disabled should be established.
Conclusion
Education is critical in today’s world as it opens opportunities for economic success. Without education, an individual can hardly get the necessary knowledge and skills to fair in the job market. Despite this reality, the disabled face numerous barriers in their pursuit of education. Often, the buildings within institutions of learning are not readily accessible to students with disabilities. Disabled students also face discrimination in the funding process of programs.  Other barriers to education for the disabled include ineffective accommodation, lack of individualization, and stereotypes. The struggles of disabled students have not gone unrecognized as several models have been devised to address their plight. Unfortunately, most of them are ill-fitted to address the barriers to education. The moral and religious perspectives are such models that place the burden of care on victims. The social perspective is better placed to address the barriers as it holds the society responsible for the plight of the disabled. Although this perspective faces some criticism, it addresses most of the problems and should be adopted as the primary solution in education. 
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